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NCAHU Supports SB86 Small Business Health Care Act 

Raleigh, NC – NC Senate Bill 86, The Small Business Health Care Act, also known as the Association 
Health Plan became law without the Governor’s signature. The law allows associations to band together 
to offer affordable health plans to their members. The North Carolina Association of Health Underwriters 
(NCAHU) joined with a coalition of business organizations that included the NC Chamber, NC Realtors, 
NC Retail Merchants Association, NC Restaurant and Lodging Association and NC Farm Bureau. With 
the help of our lobbying efforts the bill passed both the state House and Senate with strong bi-partisan 
support. 

Andrew Kaiser, NCAHU President stated, “We were part of the process and influenced the language of 
the bill. I never thought we would be at this point a year ago. But I am so proud of all we did, and for the 
hard work that both Hughes Waren (the chair of NCAHU’s General Assembly Action Committee) and 
Joe Stewart did for our members over the last few months.” 

NCAHU built a broad coalition of support and media messaging to make it clear that this legislation 
would help small business owners, self-employed individuals and other independent contractors and gig-
economy workers who have been hit the hardest by high cost of health insurance on and off the 
Marketplace. Most are middle class families that don’t qualify for federal subsidies for Marketplace 
coverage that in some cases pay insurance premiums this are more than their home mortgage payments. 

In addition, the legislation also reduces the size requirements of employers to whom level-funded plans 
can be offered. Under this legislation, beginning January 1, 2020, small employers with 20 or more full-
time employees (a reduction from 26 under current law) will be able to purchase stop-loss and allow more 
employers to look at alternative ways of funding health benefits for their employees. 

NCAHU is a professional association of health insurance agents and brokers in North Carolina serving 
the life and health insurance needs of the citizens of North Carolina. For more information visit our 

website www.ncahu.org 
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